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One-fifth of district courts in country
lack separate toilets for women: report

Soibam Rocky Singh

NEW DELHI

Nearly one-fifth of the dis-
trict court complexes in
the country lack separate
toilets for women, accord-
ing to a report published
by the Cenire for Research
and PFlanning of the Su-
preme Court recently.

The report — “State of
the Judiciary’ - under-
scored the necessity of wo-
men-friendly toilets, stat-
ing that sanitary napkin
vending machines have
been provided at only 6.7%
of the toilets meant for
WOITET.

“To ensure equality, dig-
nity and the right to men-
strual health and sanita-
tion facilities to women, it
is essential that women toi-
lets in institutions of justice

Sanitary napkin
vending machines
have been provided
at only 6.7% of
women’s toilets, the
report found

have sanitary napkin vend-
ing machines with appro-
priate menstrual waste dis-
posal options,” it stated.

Grim picture
Citing data from the MNa-
tional Judicial Data Grid,
the report said that while
19.7% of district courts did
not have separate toilets
for women as of Septem-
ber 25, 2023, the condition
of the existing washrooms
painted a grim picture.
The report said that toi-
lets in courts are often

found with broken doors
and lack regular water sup-
ply.

“Sometimes, toilets are
attached o the chambers
of judicial officers, and
both male and female judg-
€s are required to share a
common washroom,” it ad-
ded.

The report also said
there were instances when
judges personally had to
engage sweepers and
cleaners to ensure cleanli-
ness and hygiene.

In Peren district of Na-
galand, no maintenance fa-
cility was engaged to clean
the toilets. Staff members
themselves had o ensure
the upkeep of the wash-
rooms, the report said.

The report also revealed
that most district courts
did not have toilets for

transgender persons and
emphasised the need for
“gender-inclusive  toilets”
in every court comples.

‘Sharing bhasis’

The report added that in
Kerala, washrooms for
rransgender persons are

available on a sharing basis
with persons with
disabilities.

In Uttarakhand, there
are only four washrooms
for transgender persons
across the State.

In Tamil Naduw, such fa-
cilities are available only in
rwo districts = Chennai
and Coimbatore. The re-
port said that using wash-
rooms that “do not align
with their gender identity
may cause discomfort and
harassment to transgender

-

persons”.
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‘CAA rules may be notified
before Lok Sabha election’

The atizenship Act was passed in 2019: Hindus from Pakistan who entered India legally but their

documents expired while waiting for citizenship will also be eligible to apply online, says official

NEW DELHI

he rules of Citizen-

ship Amendment

Act (CAA) are likely
to be notified before the
announcement of the next
general election, a senior
government official said on
Tuesday. Members of the
Pakistani Hindu communi-
ty who had entered India
legally and their docu-
ments expired while await-
ing citizenship will also be
eligible to apply online un-
der CAA, the official
added.

The CAA, which was
passed by Parliament in
December 2019, is yet to be
implemented. It is only af-
ter the rules are notified
that the Act will come into
force.

The Hindu had reported
on December 29, 2023,
that there is a one-month
window for the CAA to be
implemented before the
next Budget Session,
which is expected to start
on February L

The legislation facili-
tates citizenship to undoc-
umented people, who en-
tered illegally without visas
and passports, belonging

3 »
Almest there: Mindu refugees who migrated from Pakistan’s Sindh

. a8

Province display their passports in Ahmedabad. ALE PHOTO

to six non-Muslim com-
munities from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanis-
tan. The CAA fast-tracks ci-
tizenship to people belong-
ing to the Hindu, Sikh,
Buddhist, Parsi, Christian,
and Jain communities from
the three neighbouring
countries who entered In-
dia on or before December
31, 204. The Act reduces
the requirement of aggre-
gate stay in India for appli-
cants from the six com-
munities seeking
citizenship from 11 years to
six years.

The officlal added that if
the need arises, the 2014

cut-off can be extended by
bringing in necessary legal
changes. The total number
of undocumented people,
particularly in West Bengal
and Assam, who will get ci-
tizenship under CAA has
not been specified by the
Ministry.

Hindu Singh Sodha, pre-
sident of Seemant Lok San-
gathan, a group that advo-
cates for the rights of
Pakistani minority mi-
grants In India, said
around 80,000 applica-
tions of Hindus from Pakis-
tan were pending with the
authorities.

“In Rajasthan, there are

35,000 people whose citi-
zenship application &
pending. All these people
came on valid papers and
visa post-2010. They have
been walting for citizen-
ship for more than 10
years,” Mr. Sodha told The
Hindu.

The Union Home Minis-
try in 2018 made the citi-
zenship process online for
such applicants. Over the
years, it has empowered
and delegated powers to
district collectors of 31 dis-
tricts and home secretaries
to accept online applica-
tions to grant citizenship to
applicants belonging to the
six communities under
Section 5 (registration) and
Section 6 (naturalisation)
of the Citizenship Act,
1955,

Despite an online pro-
cess being in place, the
portal does not accept ex-
pired Pakistani passports,
forcing people to apply to
the Pakistan High Commis-
sion in Delhi to get their
passports renewed for a
hefty sum.

Most Pakistanl Hindus
and Sikhs came to the
country either on long
term visas (LTV) or pilgrim
visas,
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Faulty compulsion
Issuies with Asdlaar-seeding are a
headache for MGNREGS benefidaries

ith the government refusing to extend
the deadiine for Aadhaar details of
workers under the Mahatma Gandhd
Mational Rural Employment Guarinies Scheme
(MGNREGS) to be seeded to their job cands
beyond December 31, 2003, to enable payments
through an Aadhaar-based payment system
{ABPS), the system his now become mandatary.
Alarminghy, the decision would now affect mearly
mdyh:a.rd}mklrrslurﬂ'mmmleu{pmm
amd 12.7% of "adtive” workers (those who have
warked at least one day in the bt three Bnancdal
years), thereby putting a dampener on the de-
mamdhiriven scheme for mamy. ABPS implemen-
tation, the: Uniom government chims, will ensure
that payments are guick, reduce rejection and
phug all leaks. The government aleo contends that
a5 the ARPS has been in place for MGNREGS from
2017, and bewuse Aadhaar mumbeer availability i
mear umiversal in India, the ABPS isa robust and a
safer wany to transfer wages. However, the over-ne-
liance on technical tools has resulied n proble-
matic implementation, with beneficaries devoid
af a proper recourse for corrections in the sys-
tem. Data analysed by LibTech India suggest that
the names off 7.6 crore workers have been deleted
aveer the past 21 months due to discrepancies bet-
ween the Asdhaar and the job card, among other
reasons, with mamny of these done ermoneoushy.
There are other Eses with the use of the Aad-
haartesed payments — where eroors in any step
of the process result in payment failures. Apart
from the gpelling discrepancy B between the
Aadhaor amd the job card of the worker, there &
ako the problem of mapping the Asdhaar io the
wrong bank account for many. In a oumber of
cases, payments can be diverted to some other
aconunt than the one beneficiaries prefer, and al-
s0 without their consent. Claims by the govern-
ment that Asdhaar m=e has reduced delays in
wage payments have alo mot been borme out, ac-
cording to LibTech India, with wage delays large-
Ty due to insufficient funds in the first place. With-
aut cleaning up Aadhaar seeding and mapping
with bank acoounts, malking the ABPS mandatory
will anty create further isaoes. The Union govern-
ment must revisit this decigon, and work out a
way bo correct the Bulty seeding and mapping
problems before imposing ABPS. The Ministry of
Rural Development has sid that it may comsider
am exemption from ABPS on a case-to-case basis
for gram panchunats if there are technical isues,
bt it would be better if the Mindstry conduocts so-
cial andits i ascertain the extent of the problem
before insisting on ABPS. MGNREGS remains avi-
tal demand-driven welfre scheme that belps the
rural poor and its implementation must not be
dependent upon a fulty techmological system.

The indirect tax intake might be a
boianza despite some momeninm loss

he Gouods and Services Tax (GST) has
vielded dose b 1165 lakh crore in gross
resremues in the last monthof 20273, Asthe
Finance Ministry has highlighted, this is the se-
venth scrasion in this fiscal year that GET reve-
nuoes were over TL6 bkh crore. The fGrst mine
manths of 3023-24 hove clocked a 1% rise in GST
collections, with the manthly intake averaging
.56 bkh crone, from 71,49 bkh crone in 2022-23,
There is a good chance that the tax, which North
Blowk mandaring hove often lamented has mot de-
Frveresd 2 much revenuoe as was anticpated ai the
timee of its laumch, may end up bestowing a bo-
nanz to the exchequer this vear. The Budget had
factored in monthly GST revenues of around
159 lakh crore, so maintaining the current rate
should translate into an additional inflow of
RO -odd crare. While this may privide some
buffer for any fresh pre-pall hasdowts from the
Centre ahead of the general dlection, an expected
shvwdown in the final guarier of the year may
manderate the gains. The Reserve Bank of India's
projection was for growth to taper off from 7.7%
in the first half of the vear to 6.5% in the October
o Descember 3033 quarter and further o &% in
the current quarter. December's GST collections
for transactions undertaken in Movember imdi-
cate some moderation in momentum already.
Both the headline number and the growth rate
for Descember were the lewest in three months,
1n fact, ithe 10.3% growth was Br weaker than the
151% recorded a month earfier, and just
nally better than September’s W12% wuptick,
which in turn marked a Z7-month low. Deepaali,
which was closer to the middle of that month,
should have spurred some last minube spemnding
boost, but that effect seems bo have been imsipid.
Reveruses from domestic transactions grew L1%
in December, down from the M-month high
grorwth af 20% in November, suggesting that the
initiadhy hl:‘:lﬂ."l_\' festive fervour may have partly
hit the *snooze’ buttan. This is correborated so-
mﬁatbye—m'br]hymmﬁlmﬂmmmbﬂ
which slid to B7 million from 100 million in Oc-
tober. The government has emphasised resilient
domestic consumption steered the economy des-
pite global headwinds. Indicators such a5 car
sales, which crossed the four-million mark in
2023, led by highrend spaort ublity vehicles, can
buttress thot belief. But with rural demand Ekely
to be fragile amid bleak prospects for the Grm
sectar, and the festive push already in the past,
palicymakers, for whom this is the last month of
afficial dita to base their Interim Budget premis-
e o, must node the slowing pace while Bictoring
in the additional inflow that seems set o exceed

expectations.
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Transforming narratives: unravelling
India’s transition in slum definitions

Thie changing concepualiEation of slhums influenced government policles and approaches, with varied perspectives from considering shums as an

epidemic needing eradication to later viewing them s objects of technocratie solutions

Ecbecca Hose Varghess

Narayaran, Nipesh, “The Making of
Elumns: An Amalysts of Imcdizn
Parliamentary Debares from 19573 o
2004, Economic & Political Weekly, Vol
58, busue No. 42, Oct 21, 2023
hee subjjesct of glhums has found a
prominent plhce in the debates
aned discussions of the Indian
Pasfiament throughout history.
Yet, the discursive understanding about
sheme has abwarys changed making it
difficult to define it. There have been
different intery icms af the:

dibupiclated residential areas_ Old Delhi
Katras were examples of such areas,
wherein old Mughal buildings that were
already compact, wene further divided 1o
accommmadate the new populbition. This
resulied in people living in deteriorting
buildings without basic dvic amenities.
‘The Parliamentary discussions about
slums during Ihlxpenn’l sidlelined
socic-econumic factors Hee migration dus
1o caste and refigious viokence. While they
anvaidesd] defining the concept, dums were
considened an epidemic that neaded o be
eradicated. It was connected 1o spatial

and health issues rther than

during various periods. Sudulucu::me
approaches have affected the trestment of
the topic by legishtures and paolicies.

Evolution of discourses

Nipesh Narnanan's researchis an
addition to such a discursive ressarch
network. He explones the shifting
narratives around slams by analvsing
dismussions and debates in the Rapa
Sabha between 1553 and 30, Throwgh
am in-depth study of 1228 debates in the
Upper Howse of Pariament and an amray
af pulicy documents, including the
Fove-Year Plans of India released during
this period, the author kooks at the:
evohstiom of the di=courses surrounding
shems.

‘The authar emphasikes the dynamic
mature: of slum definitions as a critical
aspect in understanding the contextual
variations in discourse. He explins that
while the government's approach o
shems kept changing according 1o the
changing concephualisation of slums, the
rale of urban disparity as a causal Bctor
was largely ignored.

The: fve decades scrutinised in the
paper are divided into four ems wherein
the consequences of the changing
defmition of shums are explored.

In the first era between the E50s and
1965 0, the slums: wene comsadered o be an
aftermath of the: formation of the new
country - a result of partition and the
inflow of 3 huge populbtion into cramped,

luoking at the urban disparities that
resulted in i formation. However, as
mst slum regions were private areas, the
government could not engage with these
regions. This changed with the
introduction of the Sham Areas Act of B56
which marked a pivotal moment that
miade government intervention plausible
after an area was officially notified 2 2
slum.

Dring this period, the slum became a
legal entity and the cittrenship rights of
slum dwellers were also ignored as shums
was onby comsidensd worthy of
demolition, due to arguments around
health and samtisation, but also duwe o
aesthetic considerations and image
conscissness revolving around it

Between the earhy 19708 and
mid-1980s, e narrave around shums
shifted- from being considensd a space
that needed enufication, it was looked at
as a necessary evil that had o be

. Limitations to funding lnge
pieces of kaind to shift the residents of the
slums pushed the govemment to think of
a different method to deal with shems.
Town planming emenged as a govermance
tood, pushing sums to the peripheries.
‘The: narrative evolved o prioritse
providing basic amenities (0 shams instead
of destroying them.

This era highlighted the challenges of
tramsitioning from a singular foos on
slum dearance to a more complex
approach invohving sham improvement.

Bdast questions in the Rajyva Sabha
revodved around town planning and
management strabegies of the
govermment.

In the third era between the mid-1980s
and Eive 156905, the author explains that
there was yet another tensformation in
the: perspective of shoms. In 985, the
newly formed National Commission on
Urbanisation published its first repaort,
wheerein dties were portrayed as the
economic engines of the States. This was
wery different from how it wes
undersiood by policies and governance
until then. From being considered
Eabilifies, Funding to cities and urban
spaces incloding the dums, were now
Iooked at o assets and imestments for
the: economic growth of the State.
Economic ressoning was provided for
inberventions in Cities rather than socal
omes. While town planming ook a back
seat, housing polices underwent
significant changes, ﬂlphlg a brosler

The first two Mational Housing Policies
were introduced during this period.
Furither, in 1996 the National Shem
Development Programme was kumchesd
bringing back targeted funding from the
umian grvernment bowands shem
redevelopment. Since the era relied on
economic growth, while the foous wes on
a wide range of social and physcl
imfrastructure, it was all based om data,

Slum formation
The Unian government took the rale of
providing funds to the State govemments.
The discussioms in the Parliament during
this period focused on how funds were
allocated and used by various
prvernments to improve the conditions of
cities.

The need for a c
understanding of dums bsmlnrldﬂ.l
was Emally fulfilled with the lunch of the
H0H Census. The author darifies that
between the 2000s and 2004, with the
help of the Cersus the defmitions of

shims broadened, leading to many
targeted schemes. Slums transitioned
from being social concerns to techmical,
economic ohjects, foousing on
implementation efficacy and economic
development.

Statistical information demystified the
comyplexity and ambaguity of the cansality
af dum formation. Lack of proper urban
planning, growing popubtion ewing o
urbamization, the pressure on kind, and
the concomitant price rise wiich made
affvrdable housing difficult were some of
the reasons given for the fommation of
shems. Urban housing deficit was

morphed it the motts of housing
i

The issue of shem formation was once
agrain discuseed in the context of physicl
space, while other socio-eoonomic
problems refabed to shams wene examined
anatsicle the confines of slums. Yer, unlikes
ithe: 19505 the solution was based on
upgralation strategies and legal rights.
The cancept of upliftment of dum
dhwellers was associabed with giving
property rights o them, rather than
comiplete eradication of the areas.

Through an extensive analysis of the
Rajya Sabha debates around shums in
different areas, the author explains how
the defmitions of slums contiued to
transform, from being a socio-paolitical
subject into a technical object that can be
dealt with techmocratically. He details the
increasing reliance on technological
solutions for urban problems, which is
neflected in the policies of the carment
governmient as well.

The article eritically exaimines the
dangers of utilising shems as a driving
force for anti-poverty policies amd
underscares the necessity of challenging
Stabe categories b comprehend sl
formation beyond numerical data. The
hisiorical anabysis further debes into the
evolution of government perceptions and
actions towards slhems, making it a
significant cantribution o the
undlerstanding of urban dymamics and
socio-econamic negualities.
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